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However many disadvantages all this may in-
volve, there is at least this to be said in its favour;
that the woman lives more in the present than the
man, and that, if the present is at all tolerable,

she enjoys it more eagerly. This is the source of

that cheerfulness which is peculiar to woman,
fitting her to amuse man in his hours of recrea-
tion, and, in case of need, to console him when he

is borne down by the weight of his cares.

It is by no means a bad plan to consult women

in matters of difficulty, as the Germans used to
do in ancient times; for their way of looking at
things is quite different from ours, chiefly in the
fact that they like to take the shortest way to

their goal, and, in general, manage to fix their
eyes upon what lies before them; while we, as a
rule, see far beyond it, just because it is in front
of our noses. In eases like this, we need to be
brought back to the right standpoint, so as to
recover the near and simple view.

Then, again, women are decidedly more sober
in their judgment than we are, so that they do
not see more in things than is really there; while,
if our passions are aroused, we are apt to see
things in an exaggerated way, or imagine what
does not exist.

The weakness of their reasoning faculty also
explains why it is that women show more sym-
pathy for the unfortunate than men do, and so
treat them with more kindness and interest,* and